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Interpretation of the new version of "Regulations of the People's Republic of China on the
Registration and Administration of Imported Food Overseas Manufacturers"
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On 13 April 2021, GACC issued Decree No. 248, promulgating the

"Regulations of the People’s Republic of China on the Registration and Administration of Overseas

Manufacturers" (hereinafter referred to as the "New Regulations") will be formally implemented on
1 January 2022.
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1. Expanded to be put into practice

Current regulations: meat products, dairy products, aquatic products, bee products and bird's nest
products.

New regulations: All overseas enterprises of production, processing and storage that exporting food
to China.
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2. Adjusted the way of enterprise registration

Current regulations: recommended or other prescribed method by the competent authority of the
country (region) where the overseas manufacturers are located.

New regulations: According to different food classifications, the registration methods are divided into
registration recommended by the competent authority of the country (region) where the overseas
manufacture is located and registration applied by the company.
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At the same time, the new regulations clarify the specific food categories applicable to official
recommendation registration and enterprise application registration.
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Food category of recommended for registration by authority, 18 categories:



Meat and meat products, casings, aquatic products, dairy products, bird's nest and bird's nest
products, bee products, eggs and egg products, edible fats and oils, stuffed pasta, edible grains, grain
milling industrial products and malt, fresh-keeping and dehydrated vegetables, and Dried beans,

seasonings, nuts and seeds, dried fruits, unroasted coffee beans and cocoa beans, special dietary
foods, health foods.
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Food category applied for registration by enterprise: Foods except the 18 categories.
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Note: Customs can adjust the registration methods and application materials of related companies
according to the changes in the risk of certain types of food.
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3. Innovative registration review methods

Current regulations: Customs organize experts or designated agencies to review the application
materials and conduct on-site reviews as needed.

New regulations: Customs conducts assessment and review through written inspections, video
inspections, on-site inspections and other forms and combinations etc.
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Fourth, change the registration number management and identification method

Current regulations: truthfully mark the registration number on the outer packaging of the food

New regulations: The food's internal and external packaging shall be marked with the registration

number in China or the registration number approved by the competent authority of the country
(region) where it is located.
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5. Extend the validity period of registration of overseas producers.
Current regulations: valid for 4 years

New regulations: valid for 5 years
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6. Clarify registration management requirements



Current regulations: Apply for renewal of registration after one year of registration.

New regulations: Apply for renewal of registration within 3-6 months before the expiration of the
validity period.
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7. Strengthen the main responsibility of the enterprise and supervision during and after the matter.
Current regulations:

It only stipulates the applicable circumstances of deregistration.

It only stipulates the measures to deal with the company's failure to meet the registration
requirements found in the official review of China,

New regulations: Added change, renewal, and cancellation Usage scenarios of registration, and
specified the “deregistration usage scenarios”
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Added management requirement of "registered companies discovering that they do not meet the
registration requirements on their own initiative should suspend exports to China and immediately
take corrective measures";
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Clarified the responsibility of overseas official competent authorities to urge registered companies to
continue to meet the registration requirements.
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The new regulations will be implemented on 1 January 2022. When preparing for the registration of
overseas producers, relevant companies must pay attention to the above-mentioned major changes
in the management regulations and make timely adjustments. They also need to ensure that the
food exported to China complies with relevant Chinese laws and regulations. And the requirements
of national food safety standards.



